DELACROIX

Delacroix's chief preoccupation is the study of volume,
the analysis of thickness. Moreover he constructs his
figures by nuclei, by proportional masses, which, when
united, constitute the modelling. Gros worked in a
similar way, when he was not turned from his natural
bent by a slavish respect for the principles of David. For
instances Gros summarily represented the principal
planes of the structure of a horse by a few juxtaposed
ovals. GSricault obtained his vigorous relief in the same
way. It must also be remarked that if the painter rightly
establishes his salient features, he will by this very fact
avoid transgressing the imaginary limit known as line or
contour, which is nothing more than the termination of

each object___The material procedure of Delacroix bears

a close relation to some of the methods of the sculptor;
his broad touches recall Gericault's powerful slashes in
the Radeau de la Mtdtise and the thumb-strokes printed
on the soft clay by the statuary. At the outset Delacroix
sets down in the most luminous tone the culminating point
of his salient features and surrounds their volume with a
darker tone, so that already we have an indication of the
hollows and convexities, as it were the topography of the
human figure indicated by the light and shadows.
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